Die Dokumente auf EconStor dürfen zu eigenen wissenschaftlichen Zwecken und zum Privatgebrauch gespeichert und kopiert werden.
Introduction
With football coverage in newspapers drawing a large number and wide range of readers in many African countries -arguably more than political issues -it is both an arena for and a mirror of political discourse within a society. Knowledge, in football coverage, is produced and reproduced as political ideology.
Sports coverage can support a particular discourse on political and societal issues, whichalso as a result of concurring tendencies in other fields of social life -acquires a hegemonic position. Thus, it is argued that discourses within football coverage referring to political issues reflect dominant -and, possibly, contesting -"truths", which themselves are linked to power relations and political struggles within a given society. Objectivity is not sought in this endeavour. The media reports chosen may not even be "representative" of what "people" think. They just show the range of positions adopted. The cases of neighbouring Côte d'Ivoire and Ghana are advanced as evidence. Both countries are frequently compared as they have much in common (distribution of climate zones, religious communities, culture, export products etc.), but followed quite different paths with regard to politics and economic development since independence. 2 . In these two cases, coverage of the national team's qualification for and performance at the world cup 2006 took place within highly different political contexts (violent conflict/identity crisis/disorder in Côte d'Ivoire -peace/self-esteem/consolidation of democracy in Ghana).
For this paper, for about a year electronically available newspapers and other internet sources were screened on their content regarding football and politics in both Ghana and Côte d'Ivoire. Just one more word on the empirical basis of this study. It is difficult to claim representativity when using text analysis as the main method. This is not the aim here.
However, a broad sample of sources needs to be consulted when -in a more limited research design -the range of opinions should be exemplified. Between July 2005 and July 2006 about 30 internet sites and a number of other available sources from Ghana and Côte d'Ivoire were regularly consulted; about 100 telling examples were considered for inclusion in this paper. 3 I admit that it was easier to get telling examples of the political use of football in the latter country. However, there is a degree of ambivalence as to who is using or abusing whom, as will be shown in some detail.
When selecting texts for quotation this paper tries to reflect a broad range of opinions. It should be clear from the outset that while the States' Presidents deliver their speeches the selection of quotes from these is the intellectual act of the Ghanaian and Ivorian journalists who write about them. It translates what they find important and what not and which message they want to convey. However, the author bears responsibility for selecting telling examples based on his prior understanding of matters. In sum, the quotes used were first for- The following newspapers and websites were regularly checked: Côte d'Ivoire: Fraternité Matin, Notre Voie, Le Jour, DNA, Le Matin d'Abidjan, Le Patriote, Le Nouveau Réveil, L'Intelligent d'Abidjan, Le Courrier d'Abidjan, 24 heures, Le Front, L'Inter, Soir Info, www.abidjan.net, www.abidjanlumières.com; Ghana: Accra Daily mail, Accra Daily Graphic, Ghana Review International, Ghanaian Chronicle, Ghanaian Times, Ghana Palaver, Public Agenda, the Heritage; www.ghanaweb.com . I want to thank Eric Tchouamou Njoya, Katharina Puvogel and Ingo Haltermann for their support, particularly in finding some of those telling quotations. 7 mulated by specific actors of the political game; second, selected, sometimes manipulated by journalists; and third, selected and commented by the author of this paper. It is a matter of transparency to lay this procedure open. As mentioned, the aim of this paper can not be to draw an "objective" picture of patriotism, peace, and good governance in Ghana and Côte d'Ivoire. Rather, the aim is to describe and analyse the social construction of realities.
This analysis focuses on three particular issues having a politically loaded meaning and their recurrent use in sports coverage, namely patriotism, peace and governance. It tries to summarise why these three topics are important, what they mean in both Côte d'Ivoire and Ghana and how they are translated into the soccer world.
Patriotism
This term has extraordinarily strong political connotations in Côte d'Ivoire. Both progovernment militias (jeunes patriotes) and rebels (Mouvement Patriotique de la Côte d'Ivoire) as well as the Northern-based opposition party RDR with its newspaper Le Patriote use the notion explicitly. The backlash of the dangerous xenophobic discourse on "Ivoirité" (Ivoirianness) -one main driving force behind the rebellion turned into a civil war in 2002 -concerns national identity. Ivoirité might be seen as an exaggeration of patriotism leading to the exclusion of "Them" groups (Coulibaly 1995 , Dozon 2000 , Losch 2000 . As long as both sides claim to be patriots there is however rather a competition around the term. Who is the better patriot: the leaders Gbagbo, Ouattara, Bédié or Soro? The parties FPI, RDR, PDCI or the "Forces Nouvelles" 4 ?
In Ghana Patriotism has an obvious historical dimension given that Ghana was the first country achieving independence in sub-Saharan Africa in 1957. Pan-africanist leanings of first President Kwame Nkrumah (Hadjor 1988: 88ff .) may be portrayed as a different strand of thought, putting Patriotism outside the narrow framework of the nation-state. Nkrumah wrote in his book "Revolutionary Path": "We can not allow ourselves to be so disorganised and divided. [...] . We are Africans first and last, and as Africans our best interests can only be served by uniting within an African Community." (Nkrumah 1973: 223) .
Nkrumah continues to inspire a new generation of Africans despite the demise of his more or less socialist, pan-africanist experiment in Ghana. Since the 1960s strong ideological ten-4 FPI: Front Populaire Ivoirien (Gbagbo) , RDR: Rassemblement des Républicains (Ouattara), PDCI: Parti Démocratique de la Côte d'Ivoire (Bédié); the three main political parties (for the second one only since the mid-1990s). The Forces Nouvelles is the umbrella body of the different rebel organisations under the leadership of Guillaume Soro. Football and particularly the World Cup that confronts national teams is of course -at a world-wide level -an opportunity to display, live, reinforce, and challenge patriotism. 6
Peace
Evidently, peace is a more obvious topic in Côte d'Ivoire than in Ghana. Côte d'Ivoire, which for a long time seemed to be a safe haven in a troubled sub-region, is in an on-going and painful peace process after a rebellion in September 2002 that led to a division of the territory into a loyalist south and a rebel north (Akindes 2004 , Glaser/Smith 2005 , Mehler 2002 , 2005 , Smith 2003 . The political elite is equally split and all camps accuse each other of war-mongering while claiming to stand themselves for peace.
Ghana has experienced a geographically limited violent conflict in the eastern part of its Northern Region. In early 1994, a full scale ethnic war broke out between the ethnic groups of the Konkomba and the Nanumba. Within the brief span of ten days, over 1,000 lives were lost and more than 150 villages were destroyed together with thousands of acre of farmland and millions of cedis worth of produce (Akwetey 1996) . The region is still not completely Dialogue and peaceful competition is a main topic of international football propaganda. This is not always in conformity with reality. In November 1993 a match between both countries' top teams ASEC and Kotoko in Abidjan degenerated when Ivorian fans attacked supporters 5 Today's Convention People's Party (CPP, founded by Nkrumah) claims to be socialist in a Nkrumaist tradition, in this not very different from PNC (Peoples National Convention). From their point of view both more influential parties are respectively regarded as "conservative" (NPP) or "liberal" (NDC; National Democratic Congress). Those labels might not be accurate or could become more and more meaningless. Changes have taken place over time. Nugent (2004 Nugent ( , 2001 argues that Ghana is heading towards a two-party system with the NPP no longer an entirely urban/youth party and the NDC no longer a party representing the rural poor. However, allusions to the Nkrumah and the Busia/Danquah tradition remain numerous. See also Ghanaweb, 2006 
Governance
Until the 1990s, Ghana has experienced a recurrent change from autocratic civilian to military regimes. Its economy had also its ups and downs. Today, however, Ghana is portrayed internationally as one of the African model states regarding good governance 9 , a bit too quickly probably. The country has undergone a peer-review in the framework of the African Peer Review Mechanism (APRM): Twenty-six countries including ten from West Africa, have currently notified the Implementation Committee of NEPAD Heads of States and Governments that they wished to participate in this peer review process that should attest progress made in several fields of governance. Ghana was selected to be the first country to be assessed within the APRM framework. 10 The final Country Review Report attests Ghana remarkable progress in the issues of democratic participation and human rights. It also stresses the country's positive role in the implementation of peace towards the region. Nevertheless it also identifies some areas in which improvement remains badly needed. These include combating corruption, development effectiveness, poverty reduction and the fight against unemployment. 11 7 See Ulf Engel; Peter Körner; Andreas Mehler (1995) : "and it's a gooaal!" -Fußball in Afrika, in: Rolf Hofmeier (Hrsg.): Afrika Jahrbuch 1994, Hamburg, pp. 61-70, here p. 68.
8
For a strong case see Armstrong (2004: 196) , with regard to Liberia: "There are instances in the 1990s wherein football could be said to have stopped armed conflict.".
9
See e.g. the Bertelsmann Transformation Index: "In Afrika widerlegen Mauritius, Botswana, Südafrika und Ghana durch gutes politisches Management die These vom "verlorenen Kontinent". (…) So konnten in Afrika vor allem Senegal, Ghana und Madagaskar durch Good Governance entscheidende Transformationserfolge erzielen." (BTI 2006) . 10 The peer review mechanism examines good governance of countries in three aspects: effectiveness of utilities, accountability of parliament and an independence of the judiciary 11 NEPAD, 2005 . Douada Touré, a UN resident coordinator recently commented: "Ghana has made a lot of progress in its democratic governance and respect for human rights. However there are some important governance aspects identified in the APRM report for which the effort towards improvement remains critical. These include reinforced transparency and accountability systems to achieve zero tolerance on corruption; decentralisation for development effectiveness and widening the resource base for financing the economy including attractive measures for even more workers remittances. This very particular mode of patriotism, also expressed numerous times by Ghana's President Kufuor, can be found in different media reports. One example -a day before the decisive third match against the USA -might be enough to remind the pan-africanist mission "(…) I have no doubt that you are capable and will cross this last group hurdle into the next stage of the competition to make Ghana and Africa proud." 26
Main opposition party NDC could not stay behind and issued a statement shortly before the first match during the tournament. The Ghanaian News Agency is quoting from this document:
"It said, virtually all the members of the present Black Star Squad made the nation proud in the past when they defied all odds to chalk magnificent successes all the way to the Olympic Games."
The direct quote re-taken by GNA reads "The task ahead does not promise to be but easy, but we believe that with determination, self-belief, discipline and a recollection of glorious peaks attained in our recent past the team can rise to the occasion and make Ghana and Africa proud." 27
The NDC statement thereby relates patriotism and pan-africanism in a Nkrumaist fashionjust like Kufour did. Patriotism and self-esteem is another link to be found in Ghanaian media reports or internet forums. E.g.
Maybe it is of interest that President Gbagbo of

"The 2006
World Cup is about little Ghana, discovering that we will not settle for the silver that is always offered to us and now competing for the ultimate prize. The Black Stars are shocking all Ghanaians into awareness about their inherent worth. Their story and grit, epitomized by Razak Pimpong limbering on in the wake of an obvious injury and bringing glory to Mother Ghana, is one that all Ghanaians, irrespective of colour, shape or form should tap into. We are beginning to believe! And it can only do wonders for us as a nation!" 30 .
Peace: To Have or to Have Not
The "Elephants" were time and again used to show that peace is possible in Côte d'Ivoire.
By its composition, but as well by clearly expressed wishes for peace the national team made a strong show at home. 31 One example of the "lessons learnt" might suffice: The government's daily Fraternité Matin published an editorial on June 19, 2006 that will be quoted again: "Petits gestes, grands symboles: Drogba a embrassé ses adversaires. Drogba a serré la main à 'ses assassins'". The strong wording must remind the Ivorian public about the critical political situation and the need for reconciliation.
The current situation of neither war nor peace is sometimes difficult to address directly, the euphemistic term "crisis" is therefore used instead of violent conflict. Opposition newspaper Le Patriote has interviewed one of the heroes of the Elephants, Aruna Dindane, and asked: "Vos deux dernières victoires ont été suivies de scènes de liesse en Côte d'Ivoire. Vous êtes conscients du rôle que vous avez dans votre pays qui traverse une crise difficile ?" -"Oui, on le sait. J'ai vu un peu à la télévision les images après la victoire contre le Cameroun. C'est en pensant à tous ces gens qu'on se sent obligé de gagner. Cela nous met une pression positive. Avec cette crise que traverse le pays, c'est vraiment important de faire plaisir à tous ces gens. Quand on gagne, le peuple est content." 29 In an interview published as a book in 1989 Gbagbo explains why he was in favour of a West African Federation of States, at that time a more realistic alternative to the pan-african dream; Gbagbo 1989: 65ff. All FPI programmes reserve some space for the party's programme in the area of sports. Let me quote again from the first report from Tamale:
"For once the Abudus and the Andanis, who had for decades lived in mutual distrust over chieftaincy disputes came out openly and embraced each other. The feeling of 'we against them' gave way to that of brotherly and sisterly feeling, bonded by the Black Stars' heroic performance at Fifa's western dominated world cup, marred by biased officiating against African teams. The Black Stars' feat and its unifying force have compelled some peacebuilding experts and development workers in Tamale to suggest that Football should be officially adopted as a conflict resolution mechanism."
The journalist concludes "The peace overture the Blacks Stars brought should be the beginning of a bigger plan to bring permanent peace. The path to peace should be paved not just with the one-off world cup, but also with long-term efforts of stakeholders." 42 .
Good Governance: Learning from Football or Vice Versa
The Ivorian government's daily Fraternité Matin and its respected editor-in chief Alfred Dan Moussa -somewhat above the quarrels of political parties -writes an editorial after the first This paragraph clearly contains a pessimistic tone.
In the already quoted article of Notre Voie other aspects of this topic are reported.
"Quand dans le cadre d'une même manifestation sont célébrés le président Gbagbo, chef de l'Etat, et l'ambassadeur Jacques Anouma, on magnifie sans conteste un tandem qui marche, un tandem sain et efficace." 44 Ivorians might have been used to the discursive image of "tandem" before. In fact, it is an expression used to describe the dual leadership between Prime Minister Konan Banny, imposed to some degree by the international community, and President Gbagbo. The message therefore might be somehow screwed: since the tandem Anouma-Gbagbo allegedly works the reader might be invited to think that the other tandem -Banny-Gbagbo -is not working. What is certainly more evident from the quotation is that the journalist and probably When Ghanaian officials were accused of fraudulently selling tickets in some Western media (quickly denied) other voices were heard, but some remained quite polite. One reads:
"Hello Ghanaweb. Can you please help me send this message to GFA? I am appealing to the members of the Ghana football association to do all it can, within its power, to help Ghanaians get as many tickets as possible to the Ghana-Brazil game. We all want to do our part to help the team progress. It will be a pity to see a stadium full of Brazilian supporters and a few Ghanaian supporters. Please, sell the tickets you have to Ghanaians and Ghanaians only. I don't mind how much you sell it, but please refrain from selling it to foreigners who will support the opposing team. 
Conclusions
Before resuming what we have witnessed a cautionary remark seems appropriate: The comparison of sports coverage between Côte d'Ivoire and Ghana is certainly far from complete by focusing on only three issues and by quoting a small selection of articles and opinions expressed in internet forums. A more systematic procedure of collecting and analysing all articles from relevant electronic sources over a certain time span would have produced maybe more ambiguous results and certainly a majority of articles without political overtones. As a consequence the quotations presented here could only be termed indicative.
But they tell something about "political knowledge", each in its own way. Taken together they might draw a picture of both countries and typical representations of important issues of debate. Roughly we find a Ghana where patriotism is rarely alluded to in day-to-day practice, but when it is -and this is frequently the case when football comes in -, it is quickly merged with pan-africanism. Across the board Ghanaians and their leaders see a It is harder to be so assertive with regard to peace. Although once again the implicit and explicit message by the Ivorian team itself just like by the national football federation FIF was in favour of peace, the news coverage and opinions expressed were not always so unambiguous. The rift is deep between the camps. Taking up arms is still somehow justified by some opposition groups -when talking about soccer! And to fight it till the end is an implicit message to be found on the government side while reporting about sports! This juxtaposition tells us that still a long road to peace lies ahead. In Ghana, in comparison, such allusions were simply not found. Ghana is a country largely at peace and sports is sports -at first sight. There were no reports found associating conflict and peace in the Northern part of the country and football directly, but at least some of them alluding to the need of national unity.
This finding is to be qualified for the area of good governance. Ghanaian institutions have their share of corruption and mismanagement. Some allusions to those in the world of soccer were found in media reports. However, a transfer to the general situation of the country is generally avoided. This link could be found more extensively in the case of Côte d'Ivoire.
The good example of a rather professional football association is cited in favour of the government (as they work closely together) or as a challenge to all political parties (as this quality is rare in politics). Football is what you make of it.
What becomes evident in both cases, however, is the highly politicised nature of football. All political camps act in accordance with a well-learned lesson: You can not leave the pitch to your enemy. George Orwell's well-known quote that "serious sports (…) is war minus the shooting" may have relevance at least in one of the two cases. 51
